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The Almighty has 
done great things 
for me and Holy 
is His name.  –

Luke 1:49 

 

Trip to India 

— Sr. Zephrina Mary 

To mail cards and notes 

to  Sr. Zephrina and Sr. 

Saima: 

FIH Convent 
2165 W Broad St 
Columbus, OH43228 
 
Sr. Saima’s Feast Day 
is October 28—Feast 
day of St. Simon & 
Jude 
 
Sr. Zephrina’s Feast 
Day is December 20 

 The day was very bright and ap-
pealing as I went to the airport to go to In-
dia, my home land to celebrate my Silver 
Jubilee with my family, friends and above 
all to spend quiet time with the Lord. The 
trip was fantastic except three days of long 
flight. When I arrived the airport, our sis-
ters came and drove over to the Mother 
House.  I was excited to see and greet them 
in person to Rev. Mother and sisters. They 
were very happy to see me as well. The 
next day, I went to my home with my old-
est brother Antony Thomas and my neph-
ew, Anil Das. I was so delighted to see my 
family members after two years. I had very 
pleasant days with my brothers, sisters, 
nephews and nieces especially with one 
great niece and two great nephews. I stayed 
home for three days and went back to 
Mother house because all the Jubilarians 
must spend one-month of prayer days. 
 Consequently, I spent 30 days of 
prayer and retreat with thirteen of my 
classmate sisters.  We were before the 
Blessed Sacrament most of the time, in our 
perpetual adoration chapel.  Those days ,I 
was united in prayer and recollected my 
twenty- five years of life. Most of the time, 
I was praising God with Blessed Mother, 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the 
Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior” (St Luke: 1:46-47).  I was really 
thanking God for His unconditional love 
and His ever presence in my life because 
he was my hero when I was child, in my 
youth, now and will be forever.  
 We, jubilarians actually had a re-
union after 25 years because some of them 
were coming from America, Italy, North 
India, and South India. Many of us met a 
long time ago it varied from 20 years to 5 
years. We enjoyed recollecting stories of 
our past.  We had a very good time with 
sharing the stories of our mission aposto-

lates, our ups and downs, challenges, 
above all thanking God for His faithful-
ness to us and helping us to be in His 
vineyard as religious sisters to work for 
His glory.  I talked to my classmates 
about my ministries over here in Chil-
licothe. They were very happy to hear 
about our missions.  I was very grateful 
to all of you for the grand celebration 
of my Jubilee in the parish.  It was a 
great privilege for me to be in the most 
welcoming parish and minister you 
with my humble presence.  I am ever 
grateful to you for the fabulous celebra-
tion you have done for my jubilee. It 
was remarkable, blessed, and heavenly. 
They were amazed hearing your gener-
osity, kindness, above all your love to-
wards to us as Franciscan Sisters.   
 In our Motherhouse, we had 
grand celebration of Jubilee with Bish-
op and many priests and religious. We 
were fortunate to have our liturgical 
celebration in our Congregational re-
treat house.  It has very spacious so 
many people could attend. We could 
meet many of our seniors and juniors 
who attended the mass with us. It was 
very joyful and blessed moment and 
God’s personal encounters and bless-
ings on 25 years of life. Also I was ex-
cited to meet family members of Sr. 
Leonard Mary, Sr. Amelia Mary, Sr. 
Saima Mary and Sr. Ruhitha Mary. I 
was honored to see them, and they were 
waiting to greet me with gifts.  
 After the jubilee celebration in 
the Mother house, I went with my fami-
ly to home.  It was very memorable 
days for me. In my home parish, St. 
Francis Xavier Church also celebrated 
my silver jubilee. My family, organized 
the celebration and many of my imme-
diate family members, my friends, … continued to page 2 
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“Remember that when you 
leave this earth, you can 
take with you nothing that 
you have received--only 
what you have given.”  
Francis of Assisi 

neighbors, and parishioners were present in 
the holy mass and the celebration in the par-
ish hall.  I was very impressed with presence 
of my niece religious sister, and cousin reli-
gious sisters, uncle priest and priests from 
my own parish. I was very glad to meet 
some of my immediate family members and 
friends because I hadn’t see them for a  long 
time.    
 Moreover, I stayed with my family 
two weeks prior to returning to USA.  When 
I was at home, every day I go early morning 
for mass in our Parish Church. The most 
favorite and longing to be in the church was 
to attend Holy mass. Every day, after the 
mass I visit my most favorite place the tomb 
of my parents, where the cemetery is close to 
the church. It is very special time for me be-
cause I could only visit parents and grand-
parents’ tombs once in three years and in 
short days. While I was there, I do pray for 
their souls and ask their blessings for me. 
This special time, I knew their help and in-
tercession helped me to live this committed 
life until this day!  The day I was saying 
goodbye to my family to return to convent, 
my family members were very sad and they 
filled with tears.  I was sad too but I smiled 
to them as I was saying bye to them.  
 After three days, I fly back to Chil-
licothe. Before, I was coming back to air-
port, I said goodbye to Rev. Mother and sis-
ters. I was praying before the Blessed Sacra-
ment in the tabernacle, I heard a voice, “Do 
not fear; I am with you” because I was 
afraid, first time flying without company of 
my sisters. Usually, I will have company 
whenever, I go for home leave, this time I 
was alone. Once I got into the airport, I got 
friends who helped me and I reached here in 
Chillicothe safely. I knew that God’s angels 
were with me in three days of my travel.  
 After five months, I got a new as-
signment. As one of my General Council 
Rev. Sr. Celcy Mary when she heard about 
my new job she said to me “Your new as-
signment is a Jubilee gift for you  from God” 
I firmly believe that because it is a great 
privilege for me to work as a Director of the 
Diocesan Missions Office. I started my work 
on July 16th and moved to Columbus. Now 
we are at St. Aloysius Parish, since July 
26th.  We humbly ask your prayers.  You all 
are in our prayers and in our hearts!  On be-
half of Sr. Saima and my sisters in St. Peter, 
Chillicothe, I am ever grateful to you now 
and always! Love you all! Miss you all! 
 
 
 

… continued from page 1 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/149151.Francis_of_Assisi
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NOT 

MESS 

WITH 

THESE 

SISTERS! 

MARCH FOR LIFE 2020 IN DC 
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July 26, 2020— The new convent at St. Aloysius Parish in Columbus is opened and blessed.  The Sis-

ters were quite surprised when Fr. Hahn showed up to do the blessing!  Fr. Stash and Fr. Tim also 

stopped and visited during this special day.  Sr. Zephrina and Sr. Saima will be in residence at this 

convent. 

St. Francis Garden, located  be-

hind the convent, next to the 

Adoration Chapel.  The garden 

was an Eagle Project by St. Peter 

parishioner, Evan Friend.  Evan 

received donations from parish-

ioners and he, along with other 

scouts from Troop 14 and adults 

constructed the garden for Sr. 

Leonard to show off her green 

thumb! 
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Everything and more 

— Fr. William Hahn 

 As I left the parish mid-July I was sad to say good
-bye to everyone.  I was most certainly sad to say good-bye 
to my next-door neighbors for the last six years. It was a 
great blessing having the sisters in the convent right next 
door.  It made it easy to stop in for a bite to eat, or for us to 
have Mass or prayers together, or just to say hello from the 
porch as the sisters walked by or Sr. Leonard watered the 
gardens.  Sr. Amelia and I overlapped by only one day but 
it was good to see her and know that she was back in the 
convent as this time of change came.  I was also happy to 
know that Sr. Zephrina’s new job as Director of the Mis-
sions for our diocese would mean that her office would be 
just up one floor from my Vocations Office in the Diocesan 
Building.  But sometimes those blessings aren’t enough for 
God, He wants to surprise us even more. 
 On Saturday July 25 I received a call from the 
vicar for clergy, Fr. Lumpe.  He told me that Fr. Brett Gar-
land was down with COVID and that because he had spent 
time at his former parishes (St. Mary Magdalene and St. 
Aloysius) then those priests needed to be quarantined for 
the weekend or until they were cleared as not having 
COVID (subsequently they were cleared and Fr. Garland 
recovered and is doing just fine now).  He asked me to cov-
er St. Aloysius on Sunday.  It then dawned on me that this 
was the very parish that the Sisters were opening their new 
convent at tomorrow. Indeed, this was the very Mass that 
would be followed by a Eucharistic Procession to the new 
convent for its blessing.  It also meant that since the pastor 
was quarantined the responsibility for celebrating the Mass 
and blessing the new convent would fall to me!   
 I was excited but I wanted to surprise the sisters so 
I did not call them.  However, it was now late in the day on 
Saturday and I hadn’t prepared a homily for the weekend. I 
thought I would cheat a little by going through my file with 
my old homily texts and notes and see if I could find any-
thing that I could use for the Mass the next day.   As it was 
the 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time – I looked in that section 
in my folder of homilies for Year A (as you remember the 
readings for the Sunday Masses are on a three year Cycle – 
A,B,C so that what was heard that weekend three years ago 
on the 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time is heard again this 
year).    As I looked through I was shocked to see that there 
were my homily notes from six years ago on the 17th Sun-
day of Ordinary Time and guess what the theme was?  That 
was the very weekend the sisters first came into our lives.  
In fact, it was the very same day! 26th of July, 2014, the 
establishment of the FIH convent, and now here we were 
doing it all again at St. Aloysius exactly 6 years later on the 
26th of July 2020.   
 So, the next day I arrived at St. Aloysius and 
walked in the back of the Church.  Sr. Leonard was in the 
back at the Stations of the Cross and looked up at me with 
a look of shock and then a smile and came and gave me a 
hug and asked what I was doing there.  Then I explained it 
and she looked relieved and went and to tell Sr. Saima 
(who was sitting in the front) that I was here to celebrate 
the Mass. To my surprise, instead of coming back to greet 
me, Sr. Saima immediately got up and left the church!  

Once she returned with Sr. Zephrina, she explained to 
me that the sacristan had just told Sr. Zephrina that the 
pastor was not able to celebrate the Mass so she  didn’t 
know who the replacement priest would be or if he 
would have any idea of how to or even want to come 
over and do the convent blessing afterwards.  So, Sr. 
Zephrina had left to call Fr. Dailey to find out if they 
needed to cancel the blessing.  This is why Sr. Saima 
had jumped up and ran out of the door to catch Sr. 
Zephrina and let her know that the Lord had arranged a 
nice surprise for us all. 
 
In the homily I admitted to the people that I was using 
a homily I had preached six years ago when they first 
established a convent at St. Peter’s.  In the homily of 
2014, I had talked about how the Gospel story we just 
heard “The Pearl of Great Price” was perfect for the 
day of establishing a convent.  For these women who 
had taken the vow of poverty had in effect said they 
had found the Pearl and had left everything to follow 
Jesus Christ as religious.  I said I imagine we will see 
this in their simplicity of life and their wearing of the 
simple habit.  They had given up the possibility of a 
spouse and said “I have found the Pearl – Christ is 
more than enough for me” and that the veil would sym-
bolize their bridal state in relation to Jesus.  That they 
had said in finding the Pearl of great price, that it was 
so precious they would be content to give up the ability 
to choose where they go or what they do….obediently 
coming even to America from India.  I said they will 
end up being sent to all kinds of people in the nursing 
homes, prisons, hospitals, group homes, and they will 
go obediently.  At the end of my St. Aloysius homily I 
was able to tell the people, that the first time I gave 
that homily I was only going on a vision of what I had 
of what these religious could be in our community, but 
today, at the beginning of their convent here, I can as-
sure you that this is who this community of sisters is.  
They were everything and more of what I had envi-
sioned and hoped the Franciscan Sisters of the Immac-
ulate Heart of Mary to be for St. Peter’s and St. 
Mary’s.   I suppose that is the best description I can 
give of the privilege I had of these last six years with 
the FIH sisters – ‘They were everything and more …” 
 
May the Lord continue to bless their presence and 
work in the new consortium as well as at St. Aloysius 
and with the Diocese [and personally I’m trying to 
figure out how we can get them here at the Jose-
phinum.  – if the sisters were to see the way sometimes 
the chapel linens and flowers are kept here (or rather 
not kept) yikes, Sr. Leonard would have somebody’s 
head] J 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Hahn 
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Are you a Sister Guardian? 

Thank you to those who are past and 
current Sister Guardians.  Sister Guardi-
ans help provide for the FIH Convent in 
Chillicothe, Ohio.  This allows them to 
minister to those in need and on the 
margins in Ross and Pike Counties, visit 
the sick and homebound, minister to the 
imprisoned, and other works of Mercy.  
Your support is greatly appreciated and 
needed.   
 
If you are not currently a Sister Guardian, 
there is always room for more!  Sister 
Guardians  can make a three year com-
mitment of $5,000, $3,000,$1,000 or an-
other amount per year.  Sister Guardians 
can also make one time donations. 
 
If you would like to become a Sister 
Guardian, contact Donna at St. Peter 
Parish office, 740-774-1407.   

Immaculate Heart of Mary, my Mother, I come to you in 
childlike prayer. I earnestly desire that all the people of 
the world may be brought back to the humble knowledge 
and love of the Sacred Heart of your dear Son. I pray, 
dear Mother of my God, that the wonderful beauty and 
purity of your own Immaculate Heart may so win our 
souls that we may detest all sin and dedicate our lives to 
the honor and glory of the God who created us. 

You revealed the secrets of your own sad heart at Fatima 
and begged for penance, prayer, and conversion of the 
world to God. What more can I do than unite my heart to 
yours in this great yearning? What can I add but the fer-
vent prayer that all the world may listen to your plead-
ing? 

I give my heart to you, my heavenly Queen, and in confi-
dence I leave to you what is best for me in answer to my 
prayer for love and reparation. 

Immaculate Heart of the Mother of my God, I implore 
through your powerful intercession, the conversion of the 
hearts of men, complete victory over sin, and the return 
of the peace which you have promised. Amen  


